B.C. Conservation Data Centre:  Rare Plant Association Red and Blue List

 Forest District

November 1, 1998

This list is incomplete, especially with respect to wetland, alpine, and grassland plant associations. Please note that the ranks below reflect the rarity of plant association occurrences that have not been disturbed by humans or domestic animals, and are in a natural or "climax" state. Some plant associations are often confused with more common successional plant associations (e.g. Pseudotsuga menziesii / Gaultheria shallon), or they may occur commonly in degraded conditions (e.g. Elymus spicata - Koeleria macrantha), but undisturbed occurrences are rare. Please consult our website or contact the CDC for more information on rare plant associations.
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B.C. Conservation Data Centre:  Rare Natural Plant Community Red and Blue List

South Island Forest District

August 2002


Visit the CDC's Ecology web page or contact the CDC for more information (URL: http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/cdc/ecology.htm, PHONE: (250) 356-0928, E-MAIL: cdcdata@victoria1.gov.bc.ca).

Changes from the 2000 list include the results of the most recent ranking review of natural plant communities.  Additions to the Red and Blue list include some natural plant communities previously considered secure and now recognized as vulnerable, as well as rare plant communities recently described from new inventory data.  Successional and Structural stages for each plant community are currently under review and have been removed from the list until the next update.

Biogeoclimatic Site Unit(s): This column indicates the BGC unit(s) in which each plant community is known to occur (future inventories may indicate range extensions).  The two digit number following the slash (01 and up) indicates that the community is part of the B.C. Ministry of Forests (MOF) site series classification. Information on the site series classification can be found in the MOF Field Guides for Site Identification (http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/research/becweb).  A two digit number of ‘00’ indicates that the community is not part of the MOF site series classification but is a recognized community from other vegetation and site classifications, and ecosystem mapping projects).  The original source information for these communities can be obtained by contacting the CDC directly (contact info above).

67 Plant Associations Listed
	Scientific name
	English name
	Biogeoclimatic Site Unit(s)
	Provincial
Rank
	Provincial
List

	Abies amabilis - Picea sitchensis / Oplopanax horridus
	Amabilis fir - Sitka spruce / devil's club
	CWHvm1/08
CWHvm2/08
	S3
	Blue

	Abies amabilis - Thuja plicata / Rubus spectabilis Moist Maritime 1
	Amabilis fir - western redcedar / salmonberry Moist Maritime 1
	CWHmm1/07
	S1S2
	Red

	Abies amabilis - Thuja plicata / Rubus spectabilis Moist Maritime 2
	Amabilis fir - western redcedar / salmonberry Moist Maritime 2
	CWHmm2/08
	S2S3
	Blue

	Abies amabilis - Thuja plicata / Tiarella trifoliata Moist Maritime 1
	Amabilis fir - western redcedar / three-leaved foamflower Moist Maritime 1
	CWHmm1/05
	S2
	Red

	Abies grandis / Mahonia nervosa
	Grand fir / dull Oregon-grape
	CDFmm/04
	S1
	Red

	Abies grandis / Tiarella trifoliata
	Grand fir / three-leaved foamflower
	CDFmm/06
	S1
	Red

	Alnus rubra / Carex obnupta [ Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa ]
	Red alder / slough sedge  [ black cottonwood ]
	CDFmm/14
	S1
	Red

	Alnus rubra / Lysichiton americanum
	Red alder / skunk cabbage
	CDFmm/11
	S2S3
	Blue

	Alnus rubra / Maianthemum dilatatum
	Red alder / false lily-of-the-valley
	CWHvh1/10
CWHvh2/10
	S3
	Blue

	Anaphalis margaritacea - Aster foliaceous
	Anaphalis - aster
	MHmm1/00
	S2
	Red

	Arbutus menziesii - Arctostaphylos columbiana
	Arbutus - hairy manzanita
	CWHxm1/00
CDFmm/00
	S2
	Red

	Carex macrocephala Herbaceous Vegetation
	Large-headed sedge herbaceous vegetation
	CDFmm/00
CWHvh1/00
	S1S2
	Red

	Deschampsia cespitosa - Sidalcea hendersonii
	Tufted hairgrass - Henderson's checker-mallow
	CWHxm1/00
	S1S2
	Red

	Festuca idahoensis - Koelaria macrantha
	Idaho fescue - junegrass
	CDFmm/00
CWHxm1/00
	S1
	Red

	Myosurus minimus - Montia - Limnanthes macounii
	
	CDFmm/00
	S1
	Red

	Phlox diffusa - Selaginella wallacei
	Phlox - moss
	MHmm1/00
	S2
	Red

	Picea sitchensis / Calamagrostis nutkaensis
	Sitka spruce / reedgrass
	CWHwh1/15
CWHvh1/16
CWHvh2/16
	S3
	Blue

	Picea sitchensis / Carex obnupta
	Sitka spruce / slough sedge
	CWHvh1/18
CWHvh2/18
CWHwh1/17
	S3
	Blue

	Picea sitchensis / Kindbergia oregana
	Sitka spruce / Kindbergia
	CWHvh1/15
CWHwh1/14
	S3
	Blue

	Picea sitchensis / Maianthemum dilatatum Very Wet Hypermaritime 1
	Sitka spruce / false lily-of-the-valley Very Wet Hypermaritime 1
	CWHvh1/08
	S2
	Red

	Picea sitchensis / Malus fusca
	Sitka spruce / Pacific crabapple
	CWHvh1/19
CWHvh2/19
CWHwh1/18
	S3
	Blue

	Picea sitchensis / Polystichum munitum
	Sitka spruce / sword fern
	CWHvh1/17
CWHvh2/17
	S3
	Blue

	Picea sitchensis / Rubus spectabilis Very Dry Maritime
	Sitka spruce / salmonberry Very Dry Maritime
	CWHxm2/08
CWHxm1/08
	S2
	Red

	Picea sitchensis / Rubus spectabilis Very Wet Maritime
	Sitka spruce / salmonberry Very Wet Maritime
	CWHvm1/09
	S2
	Red

	Picea sitchensis / Trisetum canescens
	Sitka spruce / Trisetum
	CWHvh1/09
CWHvh2/09
CWHwh1/08
	S2
	Red

	Pinus contorta / Sphagnum CDFmm
	Lodgepole pine / Sphagnum CDFmm
	CDFmm/10
	S1
	Red

	Pinus contorta / Sphagnum Very Dry Maritime
	Lodgepole pine / Sphagnum Very Dry Maritime
	CWHxm1/11
CWHxm2/11
	S3
	Blue

	Pinus contorta var. contorta - Juniperus communis - Arctostaphylos columbiana
	Shore pine - common juniper - hairy manzanita
	CWHxm1/00
	S1
	Red

	Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa / Cornus stolonifera
	Black cottonwood / red-osier dogwood
	CWHdm/09
CWHvm1/10
CWHds1/09
CWHds2/09*
CWHmm1/09*
CWHms1/08*
CWHms2/08*
CWHws2/08*
CWHxm1/09*
CWHxm2/09*
	S3
	Blue

	Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa / Salix sitchensis
	Black cottonwood / willow
	CWHdm/10
CWHxm2/10
CWHxm1/10
	S2S3
	Blue

	Populus tremuloides - Malus fusca - Carex obnupta
	Trembling aspen - Pacific crabapple - slough sedge
	CDFmm/00
	S1S2
	Red

	Pseudotsuga menziesii - Arbutus menziesii
	Douglas-fir - arbutus
	CDFmm/00
	S2
	Red

	Pseudotsuga menziesii - Pinus contorta - Arbutus menziesii
	Douglas-fir - lodgepole pine - arbutus
	CDFmm/02
	S3
	Blue

	Pseudotsuga menziesii - Pinus contorta / Cladina
	Douglas-fir - lodgepole pine / Cladina
	CWHxm2/02
	S2
	Red

	Pseudotsuga menziesii - Pinus contorta / Rhacomitrium canescens
	Douglas-fir - lodgepole pine / Rhacomitrium
	CWHxm1/02
	S2
	Red

	Pseudotsuga menziesii - Quercus garryana / Melica subulata
	Douglas-fir - Garry oak / Alaska oniongrass
	CDFmm/03
	S1
	Red

	Pseudotsuga menziesii - Tsuga heterophylla / Gaultheria shallon Dry Maritime
	Douglas-fir - western hemlock / salal Dry Maritime
	CWHxm1/03
CWHxm2/03
CWHdm/03
	S2S3
	Blue

	Pseudotsuga menziesii - Tsuga heterophylla / Gaultheria shallon Moist Maritime
	Douglas-fir - western hemlock / salal Moist Maritime
	CWHmm1/02
CWHmm2/02
	S3
	Blue

	Pseudotsuga menziesii / Mahonia nervosa
	Douglas-fir / dull Oregon-grape
	CDFmm/01
	S2
	Red

	Pseudotsuga menziesii / Polystichum munitum
	Douglas-fir / sword fern
	CWHxm1/04
CWHxm2/04
CWHdm/04
	S2
	Red

	Quercus garryana - Arbutus menziesii
	Garry oak - arbutus
	CDFmm/00
	S1
	Red

	Quercus garryana / Bromus carinatus
	Garry oak / California brome
	CDFmm/00
	S1
	Red

	Quercus garryana / Holodiscus discolor
	Garry oak / oceanspray
	CDFmm/00
	S1
	Red

	Sidalcea hendersonii - Tidal Marsh
	Henderson's checker-mallow - Tidal Marsh
	CWHxm1/00
	S1
	Red

	Thuja plicata - Chamaecyparis nootkatensis / Coptis aspleniifolia Moist Maritime 2
	Western redcedar - yellow cedar / fern-leaved goldthread Moist Maritime 2
	CWHmm2/07
	S2S3
	Blue

	Thuja plicata - Chamaecyparis nootkatensis / Lysichiton americanum
	Western redcedar - yellow cedar / skunk cabbage
	CWHvm2/11
CWHmm2/10
	S3
	Blue

	Thuja plicata - Picea sitchensis / Oplopanax horridus Very Wet Hypermaritime 1
	Western redcedar - Sitka spruce / devil's club Very Wet Hypermaritime 1
	CWHvh1/07
	S3
	Blue

	Thuja plicata - Picea sitchensis / Polystichum munitum
	Western redcedar - Sitka spruce / sword fern
	CWHvh1/05
CWHvh2/05
CWHwh1/03
	S2S3
	Blue

	Thuja plicata - Pseudotsuga menziesii / Kindbergia oregana
	Western redcedar - Douglas-fir / Oregon beaked moss
	CDFmm/05
	S1
	Red

	Thuja plicata - Tsuga heterophylla / Polystichum munitum
	Western redcedar - western hemlock / sword fern
	CWHvm1/04
CWHvm2/04
CWHmm1/04
CWHmm2/04
	S3?
	Blue

	Thuja plicata / Achlys triphylla
	Western redcedar / vanilla leaf
	CDFmm/12
	S1
	Red

	Thuja plicata / Carex obnupta
	Western redcedar / slough sedge
	CWHxm1/15
CWHxm2/15
CWHdm/15
	S2S3
	Blue

	Thuja plicata / Lonicera involucrata
	Western redcedar / black twinberry
	CWHxm1/14
CWHxm2/14
CWHdm/14
	S2
	Red

	Thuja plicata / Oemleria cerasiformis
	Western redcedar / Indian-plum
	CDFmm/13
	S1
	Red

	Thuja plicata / Polystichum munitum Very Dry Maritime
	Western redcedar / swordfern Very Dry Maritime
	CWHxm1/05
CWHxm2/05
	S2S3
	Blue

	Thuja plicata / Rubus spectabilis
	Western redcedar / salmonberry
	CWHxm1/13
CWHxm2/13
CWHdm/13
	S1S2
	Red

	Thuja plicata / Symphoricarpos albus
	Western redcedar / snowberry
	CDFmm/07
	S1
	Red

	Thuja plicata / Tiarella trifoliata Very Dry Maritime
	Western redcedar / three-leaved foamflower Very Dry Maritime
	CWHxm1/07
CWHxm2/07
	S2
	Red

	Thuja plicata/Picea sitchensis - Lysichitum americanum
	Western redcedar/Sitka spruce - skunk cabbage
	CWHvh1/13
CWHvh2/13
CWHwh1/12
CWHwh2/06
CWHmm1/12
CWHdm/12
CWHxm1/12
CWHds1/12
CWHds2/12
CWHxm2/12
CWHms1/11
CWHms2/11
CWHvm1/14
	S3
	Blue

	Tsuga heterophylla - Abies amabilis / Blechnum spicant Moist Maritime
	Western hemlock - amabilis fir / deer fern Moist Maritime
	CWHmm1/06
CWHmm2/06
	S2
	Red

	Tsuga heterophylla - Abies amabilis / Rhytidiopsis robusta
	Western hemlock - amabilis fir / pipecleaner moss
	CWHmm1/01
CWHmm2/01
	S3
	Blue

	Tsuga heterophylla - Picea sitchensis / Rhytidiadelphus loreus
	Western hemlock - Sitka spruce / lanky moss
	CWHvh1/04
CWHvh2/04
CWHwh1/01
CWHwh2/01
	S3
	Blue

	Tsuga heterophylla - Pseudotsuga menziesii / Kindbergia oregana
	Western hemlock - Douglas-fir / Oregon beaked moss
	CWHxm1/01
CWHxm2/01
	S2
	Red

	Tsuga heterophylla - Thuja plicata / Blechnum spicant
	Western hemlock - western redcedar / deer fern
	CWHdm/06
CWHxm2/06
CWHxm1/06
	S2
	Red

	Tsuga heterophylla - Thuja plicata / Gaultheria shallon Moist Maritime 2
	Western hemlock - western redcedar / salal Moist Maritime 2
	CWHmm2/03
	S3
	Blue

	Tsuga heterophylla - Thuja plicata / Gaultheria shallon Moist Maritime 1
	Western hemlock - western redcedar / salal Moist Maritime 1
	CWHmm1/03
	S2
	Red

	Tsuga mertensiana - Abies amabilis / Vaccinium alaskaense
	Mountain hemlock - amabilis fir / blueberry
	MHmm1/01
MHmm2/01
	S3S4
	Yellow





BEC Unit: Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification unit in which each plant association can occur. These units are described in the Ministry of Forests’ "Field Guide to Site Identification and Interpretation" for the appropriate Forest Region. Please note that the BEC units listed are for the entire Forest Region, and may not all occur in this Forest District. Units numbered "00" have not yet been assigned site series numbers by the Ministry of Forests.
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